
SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIP, Tyler Ellis 
 

Imagine you were one of over 65,000,000 refugees in the 
world who had to flee your home because of political   

conflict, persecution, or terrorism.  
 

Last summer, you may remember reading about a three-
day survey trip I took to Atlanta with Josh Zito. The      
purpose of the trip was to scope out two organizations in 
order to determine who we would partner with for our 
Spring Break mission trip in March. Friends of Refugees 
(FoR) was the non-profit that won our hearts, so we began 

planning the trip.  

FRONTIER MISSIONS, Josh Zito 
 

It is important for all Christians to consistently reassess their focus by honestly asking themselves, “Are my 
efforts intentionally aimed at reaching people for Christ?” “What am I doing to help in sharing, sending, 
equipping, or bringing the gospel to folks who have never heard it before?” 
  
One third of the world's population is considered “unreached,” meaning that they have less than a 2% 
chance of ever hearing the gospel.  
 

What's even more staggering is that most Christians and mis-
sionary-funding will never go to the places where these un-
reached people groups come from. However, God is so great 
and He always finds a way, though we try to run like Jonah.  
 

On our trip, we found ourselves in one of the few places 
within our own borders where these “unreached” people 
are coming to us on refugee visas. People from North Africa, 
Iran, Nepal, who would never have a hope of hearing about 
Christ, have been brought here by God’s grace. Through the 
groundwork laid by Friends of Refugees in Clarkston, GA, 
we had the great honor of laboring for our Lord in a direct 
way, working to fulfill the Great Commission for the         
unreached people of the world. 

CAMPUS CORNER 

An update from the Christian Student Center at the University of Tennessee, by Campus Minister, Tyler Ellis 

APRIL 2, 2017  •  ISSUE #41 

From start to finish, Josh volunteered to be the point man for the trip. Not only did he do the research 
necessary to line up our survey trip, but he spent countless hours making arrangements including recruit-
ing, lodging, transportation, and scheduling programs and projects. Joyce Troxler was also helpful,        
especially when she connected us with Jim Neal, Direction of Operations at FoR. Incidentally, Jim is an 

alumni of the Christian Student Center and met his wife there back in the day. 



“What impacted me most was…” 
 

“...the loss-simulation our liaison Susan took us through. Each of the four stacks of cards we were given 
was meant to represent how we identified        ourselves; our prized possessions; four of those closest to 
us; and our favorite hobbies. Susan then told us that we had to discard one card from each pile within 
thirty seconds. It stung to have to throw one of my closest friends into a trash can. She informed us that 
those split-second decisions were much like those refugees had to make in the chaos of fleeing their coun-
try. Still reeling from eliminating a quarter of my own cards, Susan then walked around snatching up our 
own cards and returning only two—I was left with an identity and a loved one. At the conclusion of the 
simulation, Susan began recounting the stereotypical story of many of the refugees now planted in Clark-
ston. To me, refugees had always been that group that I wanted to help, but felt no real connection to. 
The stability of America makes it hard to empathize with those terrorized by a tyrant. This simulation, as 
well as the whole mission trip, gave me perspective of a wounded people group, and allowed me to empa-
thize with their loss and seek to better their livelihoods in this country.” ~Adam Hubler 
 

“...seeing how the children have adapted so quickly; picked up a new language; and are  
succeeding in their school work with the most positive of attitudes. Their happiness is contagious.  

While it was sometimes stressful being there around that many children at one time, I found myself  
missing the chaos and their sweet faces when we got back to Knoxville.” ~Darcie McCafferty 

 

“…seeing that much diversity in a group of refugee children and the potential those children  
have reminded me how important it is to show love and patience to all children.” ~Mullin Green 
 

“…being able to see how refugees feel about coming to America and their initial perspectives  
versus how Americans normally think or feel about refugees upon their arrival. It was impactful  

being able to learn this by having dinner at a refugee family's home!” ~Destiny Pearson 
  

“…seeing how little refugees have and how hard they struggle daily to provide for their  
families was humbling and made me thankful for what I have.” ~Christian Wilkinson 
 

“…assisting at a Wednesday night children's Bible study; being amazed at their knowledge of the  
Gospel; and their enthusiasm for knowing Christ, was truly a humbling experience.” ~Derek Watkins 

 

“…how it gave me a new perspective on refugees and the processes they go through to escape hardships to 
come to America. That, along with spending the afternoons with the children impacted me the most and it 
opened my heart to refugees.” ~Beau Badon 
 

“…how different this mission trip was to others I’ve been on. None have had  
the impact this one has had on me. Hopefully we will be able to go back in the  

near future, and help build on the progress we have made.” ~Alex Overlay 
 

“…seeing what all the refugees go through. We all have so much going on in our everyday lives  
that we never seem to think or to realize what all goes on with other people.” ~Kestin Daniel 



“I’m glad I went on the trip because…” 
  

“...it enabled me to serve a population of people whom I feel are often forgotten.” ~Nicole Mullican 
 

“...I experienced many different cultures from food to dances to the simple  
aspects of different lifestyles around the world.” ~Christian Wilkinson 

 

“...the fellowship and friendship with the other CSC students; getting to see a true world  
market in Atlanta; eating such a wide variety of foods from all over the world; and learning  
about the growth opportunities within the community at Refuge Coffee Company.” ~Beau Badon 
 

“...I got to meet different people from around the world and learn their stories. I also  
enjoyed doing group projects and working together with our fellow students.” ~Kestin Daniel 

 

“…it reminded me the importance of missions. Seeing the Burmese congregation worship  
reminded me of the churches I attended when my parents served overseas as missionaries.  
It is beautiful to see other cultures worshiping the same God I worship in other languages  
and being reminded that the church’s goal is to reach all nations.” ~Mullin Green  
 

“…I finally broke out of the ethnocentric bubble I had been so encapsulated within.  
I didn’t know how badly I needed fresh eyes, but God granted them to me.  It’s easy  

to become complacent in the relatively homogenous American southeast, and such  
diversity in a southeastern city gave me the global perspective I needed.” ~Adam Hubler 

 
“One of the biggest takeaways was…” 

 

“…to never form an opinion on something before you truly know a situation.  
I learned so much about refugees and their situation by talking to them and  
was being educated on what it is truly like to be a refugee.” ~Byran Shrader 
 

“…the honesty and sincerity of the refugees. I got to understand their plight. They want so badly to work in 
order to be active participants in their community. Not only were they willing to share their stories with 

us, but they were very inquisitive and engaging when it came to us. This truly made me feel as though they 
wanted us as part of their family, and that is something that I rarely see in today's society.” ~Alex Overlay 
 

“…every culture must make a choice as to how much it values time. As I’ve traveled the world and  
returned from this mission trip that truth is further confirmed. What we do with our time and who  
we spend it with are important considerations I will think a lot more about. ~Robert Jackson 
 

“…having dinner and five plus hours at Abu Mallic’s house; learning about Syrian culture and Islam;  
and especially taking away some of his wisdom and truly compassionate heart.” ~Beau Badon 



watch the video at: 
cscutk.org/#/

opportunities/missions 

“I want to thank the  
Laurel church…” 

 

“...for reminding us all how important  
it is to love everyone. Thank you for  
supporting this trip!” ~Nicole Mullican 
 

“...for giving me the opportunity to be a part  
of this mission trip. I also want to thank the  

church for being active and having an impact  
in the international community, which I love  

most about Laurel Church.” ~Mullin Green 
 

“Many of you put money in the collection tray and 
think your impact is not felt. As a member of this 
mission trip, I can tell you that your presence in 
prayer and financial support was  felt. The team 
and  
I are very grateful.” ~Robert Jackson 
 

“…for their love and support of the CSC;  
allowing college students to gain real  

life experience through service; sharing  
the word of God; and even learning about  

other religions.” ~Destiny Pearson 
 

“...for continually supporting the CSC and  
making trips like this possible. I truly believe  
that lives and hearts are changed through trips  
like this. The trips bring us closer together as a 
group, but more importantly closer to Jesus.  
Thank you to Tyler and Josh for rallying us  
together. I know it's a ton of hard work, and I  
hope you never feel underappreciated for all  
that both of you do.” ~Darcie McCafferty 

PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 
 

 Worshiping with a Burmese congregation. 
 Shopping at the International Farmer’s Market. 
 Tutoring and playing with children every day with an afterschool program. 
 Volunteering at an elementary school with kids from 40 countries. 
 Evening fun with the CSC team; playing hide-and-go- seek in the dark; watching March Madness, and 

having a devotionals. 
 Cleaning and reorganizing the shop for the Refugee Sewing Society. 
 Painting and doing office work for Café Clarkston (which helps refugees find jobs). 
 Visiting Refuge Coffee with the FoR CEO. 
 Sorting donated clothes for a fundraiser. 
 Visiting the second largest Hindu temple in the country. 
 Joining children and teens for pizza and Bible study at Northlake Church of Christ. 
 Enjoying many ethnic foods like Kathmandu and Ethiopian. 
 Doing manual labor at FoR’s Jolly Avenue Garden, chopping wood, organizing supplies, and cleaning 

out storage sheds. 
 Having dinner in the homes of refugee families from Africa and Syria. 
 Going on a hike at Stone Mountain. 


